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Introduction: Private Groups, Public 
Functions?

Vincent Gabrielsen and Christian A. Thomsen

Do not form either hetaireiai or synodoi without my sanction;for such associations 
(systaseis) may be an advantage in other kinds of constitution (politeia), but in the 
monarchies they are a danger.1 2

1. Isoc. Nicocles^y, tr. adapted from G. Norlin, Loeb Classical Library, 1980.
2. Thue. 8.54.4, cf. 8.48.3 (xynomosia [‘conspiracy’] and hetaireia are synonyms); Lys. 
12.43-47, 76; [Arist.] Ath.Pol. 34.3. See Calhoun 1913; Jones 1999, 223-27. For synodos as 
a term describing a kind of association: IG IIs 1012,1. 15 (112/n BC). Systasis in the 
sense of association: Dem. 45.67; Polyb. 23.1.3.
3. Le Guen 2001: I, 243-50, no. 47; Aneziri 2003, 387-91, no. D12.

Such was the advice given by the Athenian orator Isocrates in the 
late 370s BC to Nicocles the king of Salamis in Cyprus. It is debat­
able whether everybody would have agreed with him that these as­
sociations were potentially harmful only to monarchies. In demo­
cratic Athens the Aetoraa-clubs had gained notoriety for their part 
in overthrowing the democracy in 404 BC.S Indeed, the term he- 
taireia came to denote a politically oriented association and contin­
ued to carry a derogatory flavour for a long time: echoing Isocrates 
in the early second century AD, Dio Chrysostom speaks of hetaireiai 
as something one would not wish to be associated with (Dio Chrys. 
Or. 50.23, cf. Philon, Flacc. 1.4).

However, Isocrates’ advice sets the spotlight on the uneasy rela­
tionship between private associations and a most pre-eminent rep­
resentative of the public sphere, the state: a relationship that 
stretched not only from co-operation to coexistence, but even to 
outright rivalry. Around 170-160 BC, the Ionian-Hellespontine 
branch of the association of the Dionysiae technitai became em­
broiled in a serious conflict with the city of Teos;3 in 186 the Roman 
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Senate passed strict regulations about the activities of associations 
of Dionysiae worshippers, banning their gathering in Rome and 
Italy, followed in 64 BC by another senatorial ban on associations 
allegedly involved in politically subversive activities.4 But these and 
further such instances must be juxtaposed with numerous others in 
which associations - for example, those sporting military or naval 
branches - are seen to be assisting the state and performing dis­
tinctly beneficial public roles.5

4. 186 BC: ILS 18 (= FIRA Ia 30): Senatus Consultum de Bacchanalibus. 64 BC: Asconius, 
Pis. 7; Asconius, Corn. 67.
5. E.g. Association of Cretan mercenaries serving on Cyprus: SÄG30.1640 (ca. 142- 
131 BC); Association of a warship crew in Hellenistic Rhodes: /GXII1,43 (ist cent. 
BC). See Launey 1987,1001-36;Gabrielsen 2001.
6. As, for instance, Tod 1932; Fischer 1988.
7. See, e.g., van Nijf 1997; Verboven 2007; Liu 2009; Gabrielsen 2009; Rohde 2012.
8. Kloppenborg and Wilson 1996; Harland 2003; Öhler 2011.

Whatever the exact nature of the relationship, its very manifesta­
tion in the historical record, alongside the interaction conditioning 
it, seems to constitute a topic worthy of further investigation. The 
present volume is the result of a collective endeavour to undertake 
such an exploration. The eleven chapters it assembles originated in 
the international conference Private Associations and the Public Sphere in 
the Ancient World held at the Royal Danish Academy of Sciences and 
Letters in September 2010. A principal aim has been not only to 
document and analyze the various forms of interaction between pri­
vate associations and public sphere; but also to register the outcome 
of this interaction and interpret its wider historical significance. 
Our undertaking has been guided by the realization that private 
associations (Greek: koina-, Latin: collegia, sodalicia, corpora) can no 
longer be assigned a marginal place among the curiosa of ancient 
cultural or social life.6 They represent a dynamic phenomenon with 
an eminently central place in the history of ancient societies.7 This is 
also recognized by theologians and scholars of the New Testament, 
who explore the possible connection between associations and the 
Jesus groups.8 Previous discussions of our particular topic do exist. 
These have tended to focus on the Roman world (including its east­
ern part in Imperial times), at the expense of the Classical and Hel- 
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lenistic worlds, and almost exclusively concern only one aspect, the 
governmental attitudes towards associational activity.9 10 In aggre­
gate, the studies presented here aim to widen the perspective, by 
including the experience of not only the Roman, but also the non­
Roman world. In introducing them here, we briefly draw up the 
thematic and conceptual coordinates indicating their position with­
in the historiography pertaining to this subject.

9. Linderski 1968; Graeco-Ruggini 1973; Ausbüttel 1982; Cotter 1996; De Ligt 2000; 
Arnaoutoglou 2002; Liu 2005. On the relatively rich historiography of the Roman 
collegia, see Tran 2001; Perry 2006.
10. E.g. Arist. Ath.Pol. 6.1 (idia and demosia for debts), 43.6 (for matters discussed in 
the Assembly); IG I3 84,1. 36 (oikia demosia')-, Arist. Pol. 1267b 33 ff. (division of city 
territory into hiera, demosia/koine and idia). References to hiera or hiera kai hosiain the 
Attic Orators; e.g. Dem. 24.120; Is. 6.4g See Lewis 1991. Additionally, demoteles is used 
for sacrifices (Hdt. 6.57.1) and festivals (Thue. 2.15.2); Pirene-Delforge 2005. Macé 
(2012) treats the historical development of these and related terms.
11. Arnaoutoglou 1998; de Polignac and Schmitt-Pantel 1998; Belayche and Mimou- 
ni 2003; Dasen and Piérart 2005. From a philosophical perspective: Geuss 2001, 
who (p. 106) refutes the idea that there existed a single substantive distinction be­
tween public/private, though he still finds it useful, provided the specific context in 
which it is used is made clear.

We begin by addressing the central concepts introduced by the 
title of this volume: private associations and the public sphere. Nei­
ther is far from unproblematic qualifier. For clarity’s sake, our Greek 
sources, no less than the Latin ones, often distinguish between pub­
lic (demosion, koinori), private (idiori) and sacred (hierori), whether the 
specific reference is to physical space, institutions, functions, ac­
tions etc.“ However, as a spate of recent studies rightly argues, the 
dividing-line between especially private and public is less clear-cut 
than we have been accustomed to think.11 These counter-currents 
force us to reflect on the question What is aprivate association? As well 
as its corollary What is really the public sphere with which it interacts? Ap­
proaches to both of these questions vary. We begin with the associa­
tions.

On the question of What is aprivate association? the papers of our 
volume, for entirely justifiable reasons, could not possibly respond 
to the preliminary findings of the Copenhagen Associations Project, which 
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was launched in April 2011.IS One of the tasks with which this pro­
ject is currently engaged is the preparation of a comprehensive, 
electronically accessible inventory of all known private associations 
in the Greek-speaking world from ca. 500 BC to ca. AD 300 (CAP 
Inventory & Database). Constructing a set of reliable criteria on which 
to identify the bodies to be included in the inventory became a mat­
ter of highest priority. Two circumstances, however, make this task 
difficult. Firstly, certain indications urge us to be alert to the possi­
bility—indeed, the likelihood—that the phenomena under investiga­
tion were evolving during the long time-span covered by the pro­
ject. Consequently, any general definitions that might be valid for, 
say, the fourth century BC cannot automatically be assumed to ap­
ply to later or earlier periods as well. Secondly, a set of reliable cri­
teria can presumably be established only after the extant material 
has been thoroughly examined and the projected inventory of the 
private associations has been compiled; otherwise we would inevita­
bly be committing the error of putting the proverbial cart before the 
horse. Additionally, since geographical variants occur, what is valid 
in one place or on a given time may not be valid in another place at 
the same time; and this is one of the sides of the fact that the ancient 
associations were phenomena very much embedded in the societies 
where they were active. Much as we would like to have a solid defi­
nition, these difficulties cannot be overcome at present. As an in­
terim solution, the following definition and criteria are used.

12. http://copenhagenassodatwns.saxo.ku.dk.
13. The following summarizes CAP Inventory Guidelines, section 1.

A private association in the Greek-speaking world is an organi­
zation that possesses one or more of the following characteristics.12 13

i. Proper name. In addition to describing itself (or being described 
by others) through the use of the word for ‘association’ (e.g. Greek 
koinori), an association may be distinguished by its proper name. 
Moreover, besides the all-encompassing term for association (e.g. 
koinori) and a proper name, an association is very often identified by 
the use of a descriptive term that is shared by several other associa­
tions. In many cases that term is proven to belong exclusively to 
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non-state organizations: e.g. Greek thiasos/thiasitai, eranos/eranistai, 
orgeones, etc. In certain instances, however, private associations are 
seen to use a descriptive term that is also used by (and sometimes is 
better known for) groups of citizens forming a subdivision of the 
state (e.g. phratm)

2. Organization. A private association possesses some internal or­
ganization, which determines the distribution of functions among 
the membership and assists the association in its activities. Internal 
organization is important also as an indication of durability, or at 
least of intended durable existence (as opposed to ephemeral exist­
ence). It is particularly the criterion of organization that distin­
guishes private associations from other kinds of network or loser, non­
permanent groups (e.g. a group of individuals united only for the 
purpose of making a dedication).^

3. Membership. A private association has a clearly defined mem­
bership separating those individuals who share in the duties and 
privileges of membership from those who do not. The rules for 
membership entrance and exit are made and enforced by the asso­
ciation itself and, crucially, membership in a private association is 
not a requirement for citizenship. It is in this regard that private 
associations distinguish themselves from the associations of the 
state (i.e. state subdivisions): in the latter, enrolment is compulsory, 
relies on birth or naturalization and regards membership of the 
group in question as proof of possession of citizenship.14 15 16 Here it 
should be noted that we deliberately avoid the term voluntary associa­
tion. Though ‘voluntary’ is occasionally used in a technical sense for 
the absence of .itate-cocrccd membership in associations, this techni­
cal sense is potentially at odds with the literal sense of ‘voluntary’ 

14. Carbon 2005, 3 (early Hellenistic): f| ipparpia rräv Aapptoviorcov. Bresson 2013 on 
INapoli no. 44 (194 AD), A, line 9: yv<bpT| daavrcov ipprpopoiv (association of the 
Phratry of Artemisioi), and no. 43 (late ist BC - early ist AD: association of the 
Phratry of Aristaioi).
15. In Fröhlich and Hamon 2013, such non-associations are simply referred to as 
‘groupes’, a rather amorphous description.
16. Jones 1991.
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resulting in much conceptual ambiguity. This is all the more unde­
sirable since the literal sense is for some cases clearly an inappropri­
ate description.1? Therefore, although in spite of its own imperfec­
tions, private associations is to be preferred. Even though the 
contributions to this volume originated before the above prelimi­
nary criteria were constructed, they all employ a notion of private 
association that is quite in accord with these criteria.

17. The koinon tou andreiou ton syggenon, founded by Epikteta, included members of her 
family who were pressured to join:IGXII^, 330 (Thera: ca. 200-190 BC). In another 
case, an association honouring an individual with membership extended the privi­
lege to include his wife and descendants: IG XII3 Suppl., 1296 (Thera, 160-146 BC), 
11. 21-25: 8e8o%0ai AdSapov Aiovirøo<pd[voi)]| Kai aiitov Kai yuvaiKa Kai evyovouli;] eivai 
OiaoiTac. Kai pcroucsiav au[toic] [ö]v7t[ep K]ai roic ä/./.oic Øia<7it|aic pére]|ariv. A Demotic 
papyrus attests to the regulation of the Theban libationists (in Greek: choachytai) 
who declare that anyone who has worked as a libationist for ten year ought to join 
the association lest he is banned from performing the job: de Cenival 1972, 103-35. 
See also Thompson in this volume.
18. Foucart 1873; Ziebarth 1896; Poland 1909; Waltzing 1895-1900.
19. Gaius, Dig. 3.4.1; 47.22.4, cf. LexXIlTab. 8.27, Cf. de Robertis 1971, 41-55. Dig. 
47.22.4 makes also reference to Solon’s law regarding the right of several bodies to 
pass resolutions, on condition that these do not go against the enactments of the 
state (demosiagrammata)■ See Jones 1999,33-50.

A final note on private associations leads us to a few remarks on the 
public sphere. Emphatically, private here means essentially non-state 
rather than non-public and it is perhaps on this that the contributions 
collected in this volume stand out from previous scholarship on the 
subject. P. Foucart, E. Ziebarth, F. Poland and J.P. Waltzing - the 
founding fathers of research in this field - identified the public 
sphere almost exclusively with the state.17 18 The ground had already 
been prepared by the Roman jurists of the second century AD, who 
in defining the collegia stressed the likeness of their organization to 
that of the state (their passing of resolutions, possession of common 
finances and a hierarchy of magistrates, etc.), but at the same time 
also underlined their character as bodies different from the state.19 
Hence, several modern studies made it their purpose to establish 
the legal parameters of the division between koina/collegia and the 
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state,80 simultaneously grappling with the intricate issue of whether 
the former were recognized as a juristical person’.81 More impor­
tantly, perhaps, to indicate that the associations belong to a sphere 
diferent from the state’s public sphere early scholarship constructed 
a typological template that still lives on today: it classifies associa­
tions into the categories of cult/religious, professional, military, po­
litical (e.g. the hetaireiat) and social or convivial (e.g. associations of 
eranistai).88 This classification is almost exclusively based on the 
name of an association. But as F. Poland himself warned, the name 
of an association is a poor guide to its purpose or purposes.83 Fur­
thermore, as many studies have pointed out, since practically every 
association was devoted to cult worship, all associations were in 
some sense ‘cult-associations’.84 That said, names are nevertheless 
important and a good indication of how an association conceived of 20 21 22 23 24 

20. De Robertis 1971; Ausbüttel 1982 16-17, 92-3.
21. Radin 1910; Kamps 1937; Endenburg 1937,1-23; Finley 1952, 88-9,100-6, with 
notes, and 275 n. 5; von Gierke 1977; Ustinova 2005. Only Ziebarth (1896, 166-83) 
held that ancient associations were endowed with juridic personality, cf. also Baslez 
1998. On this issue it has been customary to follow the distinction of modern Ger­
man law between Verein and Vereinigung. While Verein is reserved for the voluntary and 
durable union established by natural or juridical persons around the pursuance of a 
common purpose, whereby the body so formed obtains legal capacity and juridical 
personality, Vereinigung can also designate - and when is contrasted to Verein, it does 
designate - a looser form of association that lacks legal capacity and juridic person­
ality: Juristisches Lexikon (Js/lbs. 1 Vereinsgesetz) [electronic ed.] = BGH Urteil vom 21.1.2001 
(Az.: IIZR331/00); Gablers Wirtschaflsleksikon s. v. ‘Verein ’. See Poland 1909,164; Enden- 
burg 1937,1-8, followed by Finley 1952 275 n. 4; but cf. Rohde 2012,13 n. 9.
22. Religious associations (Kultvereine, associationscultuelles); e.g. De Cenival 1972 
(Egypt); Suys 2005; Egelhaaf-Gaiser and Schäfer 2002; Chiekova 2008 (Black Sea). 
Professional associations (Berufsvereine, associations professionelles): van Nijf 1997; Ditt- 
mann-Schöne 2001; Zimmermann 2002. Military associations: Launey 1987, 1001- 
36. Social clubs (e.g. eranistai): Jones 1999, 30, 307 (referring to Arist. EK 11601a,
8.9.4-6), but see Thomsen 2015. See also Waltzing 1895-1900: vol. 1,32-3; Aubüttel 
1982,29.
23. Poland 1909, 6: ‘Der Name einer Gennossenschaft braucht aber doch nicht 
ihren Zweck anzudeuten’. Cf. also Gabrielsen 2001, 218.
24. Leiwo 1997; Wilson 1996, 7; Bendlin 2002,15 with n. 30; Scheid 2003. Rohde 
(2012,14 n. 14) notes the problems caused by this categorization, but chooses to 
ignore them.

13



VINCENT GABRIELSEN AND CHRISTIAN A. THOMSEN SCI.DAN.H. 8 • 9

itself - its self-representation - and also how it wished to be identified by 
outsiders. Thus, as long as certain issues remain unresolved, and as 
long as no alternative typological template has been widely accept­
ed, the papers of this volume - for the purpose of clarity of exposi­
tion, above all - follow tradition, in the full knowledge that the bod­
ies they treat, whatever their description, were in fact multi-purposed 
and multi-functional?5

25. See, e.g., Kloppenborg 1996; Gabrielsen 2001, 237; Liu 2009, 4-5; Arnaoutoglou 
2011.
26. Sosin 2002; Gabrielsen 2008; Liu 2008.
27. van Nijf 1997,16-17, contra Finley 1973/1985,137-38 (guilds were an integral ele­
ment in the medieval city, but not in the ancient). See also Gabrielsen 2001; Verbo­
ven 2011. For Egypt: van Minnen 1987, 49-51; Monson 2006; Gibbs 2001.
28. van Nijf 1997, esp. 28; Bendlin 2002; Baslez 2007; Gabrielsen 2009; Rodhe 2012, 
32-59. See also the papers in Hasenohr and Müller 2002 and in Fröhlich and Ha­
mon 2013.
29. Baslez 2007. For the involvement of elite citizens: Tran 2006; Thomsen 2013.

Precisely these capacities potentially explain two interlinking fea­
tures observed in recent studies. One is the rich, outward flow of 
activity that firmly established associational presence in various 
spheres of city life: the cultic activities of associations are pronounced 
in the evidence, but economic activities are also readily observable; 
examples include the associational involvement in money lending 
through the management of endowments86 and the central role of 
associations in the crafts and trade of the Mediterranean world. 
Together all these activities are evidence of the second feature, a re­
markable degree of societal integration?8 Societal integration is to be 
contrasted with the social integration for which associations have 
often and rightly been regarded as an important vehicle, bringing 
together members of different walks of life—perhaps most impor­
tantly, citizens and foreigners?9 By societal integration, furthermore, 
we mean both the ability of private associations established by for­
eigners or other ppulation groups to penetrate traditional barriers 
(particularly sturdy in the Greek-Hellenistic polis') and so become 
part of the social fabric of their host society; and the transformation 
and redrawing of those boundaries. To illustrate this we offer briefly 
three examples, two from Athens, one from Rhodes: 25 26 27 28 29
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(i) When, in 138/7 BC, the Athenian orgeones worshipping Aphrodite 
honoured Serapion from Heraclea, their epimeletes, they justified 
their award by mentioning (among other things) that Serapion had 
performed good-omen-producing sacrifices ‘on behalf of the asso­
ciation of the orgeones, including their children and wives, and on 
behalf of the demos of the Athenians’.30

(ii) In the later fourth century, the Thracian association of orgeones 
worshipping Bendis (a deity integrated into the Athenian state pan­
theon) not only had officially recognized public duties in connec­
tion with the celebration of the goddess’ festival, but also resolved 
to make their sanctuary (the Bendideion) public by allowing non­
members (whom they call ‘private individuals’, idiotai) to use it and 
to offer sacrifices to Bendis for a fee.31 *

(iii) Among the bodies honouring Hieroboula, the wife of Kallistra- 
tos, priest of Athena in Lindos in AD 23, is one that, on this particu­
lar occasion, seems to act like a federation of associations, for it ac­
tually consists of ‘all the eranoi associations that were in existence 
simultaneously during the priesthood of Kallistratos’.38

30. MDAI(A) 66 (1941) 228, no. 4.
31. IG IIs 1361. See also Arnaoutoglou in this volume.
32.1.Lindos420a. 11. 26-28, cf. Thomsen 2013,150.

Societal integration of the sort exemplified here is the result of suc­
cessful enrolment of human energies within an organizational 
framework geared to planning and implementing collective action; 
in the Rhodian example, the enrolment is seen to have moved to a 
higher level, from that of the individual association to that uniting 
all the associations in the city - a koinonia koinonion, as it were. Above 
all, however, societal integration is the boon (the essential side-ef­
fect?) derived from the investment of association-generated re­
sources in Gvira-associational beneficiaries, such as high-status indi­
viduals; kindred networks; larger population segments; sanctuaries 
and their functionaries; or states and their representatives, imperial 
rulers included. The reciprocity sparked by this helped perpetuate 
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the process, as patronage, benefaction, honorary awards, cultural 
and religious transfers and economic exchanges each provided the 
impetus. The overall result was thus the creation of a public-ness dif­
ferent from, and considerably larger than, that commonly circum­
scribed by the state.33 By duplicating the organization and many of 
the functions of the state, in short, the associational phenomenon 
succeeded in becoming simultaneously the creator and a consumer 
of a rather novel form of public space. In it, just as the traditional 
distinctions between demosion, idion and hieron were amalgamated, so, 
too, the time-honoured, but hitherto separate, notions of the ‘citi­
zen’ (hoPolites'), the ‘worshipper’ (ho metechon ton hierou/ton hieron) and 
the ‘private individual’ (ho idiotés) merged to form a single notion: 
the ‘associate’ (ho metechon ton koinon/tou koinou). Whether the inspira­
tion for labelling this new space should come from such more re­
cent coinages as that of Öffentlichkeit or Civil Society remains to be 
seen.34 For present purposes, however, we can perhaps make do 
with the (admittedly not wholly satisfactory) description thefourth 
space. Yet, whatever its name, it, too, can now be said to make a 
strong claim to ‘the public sphere’ with which the associations of 
this volume’s chapters are seen to have interacted. We provide a 
brief overview:

33. For the description ‘the corporate state’: Thomsen 2013.
34. Öffentlichkeit: Habermass 1962, cf. Bendlin 2002,18. Civil Society: Taylor 1991, cf. 
Thomsen 2013,142-155.

Ilias Arnaoutoglou (Chapter i) opens the volume with the Athenian 
Bendis associations and the Athenian state’s interest in the Thracian 
goddess. The introduction of Bendis to Athens in the fifth century 
has been ascribed to Athenian interests in securing the support of 
the Odryssian king Sitakles, but based on attestations of the wor­
ship of Bendis in Thrace Arnaoutoglou argues in favour of associat­
ing the importation of the goddess with Athenian territorial ambi­
tions in the area of what would be Amphipolis. Arnaoutoglou 
reviews the evidence for the Athenian and Salaminian Bendis asso­
ciations whose members (in the Thracian orgeones of the Piraeus) 
kept the memory of Athens’ fifth-century infatuation for the Thra­
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cian goddess alive well into the third century. Matthias Haake 
(Chapter 2) examines the legal status of the so-called philosophical 
schools as well as various aspects of their internal organization. 
These schools were a wholly private phenomenon, but caught the 
eye of the state in the years following the expulsion from Athens of 
Demetrios of Phaleron. The Athenians decreed to make leadership 
of the schools subject to formal approval by the boule and demos, 
but the decision was quickly overturned. The successful challenge 
to Sopholes’ Law, Haake argues, might well have been based on the 
Solonian law of associations (Gaius, Dig. 3.4.1), by which associa­
tions were free to have their own rules as long as they did not con­
flict with those of the state. If so, Haake argues, then we are justified 
in seeing the philosophical schools as associations. This receives 
further support from various aspects of internal organisation. The 
role of professional associations in education in the cities of Hel­
lenistic and Imperial Asia Minor is the subject of Maria Paz de 
Hoz’s contribution (Chapter 3). The evidence for professional as­
sociations of teachers is discussed in detail and with it various as­
pects of their internal organisation. The associations were awarded 
a space in public sanctuaries and formed ties with members of the 
local elite, who in many cases had personal interests in the educa­
tion of their fellow citizens. Alexandru Avram (Chapter 4) offers a 
discussion of a handful of newly published inscriptions from the 
Black Sea which offer insights into local cult associations, including 
the early attestation (perhaps second century BC) in Tanais. A few 
inscriptions invite a renewed discussion of the ‘family metaphor’ in 
private associations and its importance in establishing social hiera- 
chies.

Stéphanie Maillot (Chapter 5) offers a study of the foreigners’ 
associations in Hellenistic Rhodes. Apart from a few ethnic associa­
tions attested, most foreigners’ associations mixed foreigners of dif­
ferent origins in one association. Maillot discusses various aspects 
of organisation and activities, among them funerary activities. On 
analogy with citizens’ associations the foreigners’ associations 
formed close ties with prominent members of the community and 
played a vital role in forming a social platform for wealthy foreign­
ers in Rhodes. Jonathan S. Perry (Chapter 6) revisits the Ephesian 

T7



VINCENT GABRIELSEN AND CHRISTIAN A. THOMSEN SCI.DAN.H. 8 • 9

bakers’ strike and provides an overview over modern scholarship of 
this central text. A central question treated is the nature of the 
group, in which Perry detects an embryonic organisation which 
played a role in the strike. The state response to the strike, Perry 
suggests, was not directed at the bakers as such, but at their leaders 
and was an attempt to drive a wedge between the bakers and those 
who commanded their loyalty. Consequently, the incident should 
be seen as part of a struggle for the loyalty of the bakers between the 
state and members of the local elite. Korinna Zamfir (Chapter 7) 
discusses the organisation of early Christian ekklesiai as they are pre­
sented in the Pastoral Epistles. In spelling out the organisation and 
matters pertaining to membership Zamfir compares the ekklesiai to 
associations and finds many similarities. The Pastoral Epistles ad­
monish members of the ekklesiai to submit to state authorities and 
display a concern for maintaining the wider social order.

Professional associations again take centre stage as the volume 
turns to Egypt. Matthew Gibbs (Chapter 8) discusses various as­
pects of their organisation and situates the professional associations 
within the Ptolemaic economy. Gibbs points to sporadic, and still 
poorly understood, interest in the associations on behalf of the state 
and its representatives in Ptolemaic Egypt, but also identifies im­
portant areas of the economy in which professional associations are 
likely to have played a part as a force of organisation, especially 
transport and supply. One other crucial function of the Egyptian 
professional associations vis-å-vis the state is suggested by Dorothy 
J. Thompson’s treatment of the Ptolemaic state’s use of associations 
in connection with taxation (Chapter 9). The ethnos, which signified 
a group subject to tax within the Ptolemaic administration, Thomp­
son argues, was based on private associations and adopted by the 
state to ease the process of collecting taxes and maximizing the rev­
enue (as well as tax-farmer profits). These associations were largely 
organized around a shared occupation with pronounced social and 
religious aspects and served several purposes in organizing work 
and resolving disputes within the occupation and between the as­
sociations and outsiders, wholly independently of the state. But the 
associations ensured the payment of taxes by members and pun­
ished members for failing to pay, in effect lending their private or- 
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ganizational muscle to the state and its (private) tax-collectors. A 
similar role is ascribed to the politeumata. The ethnic politeumata are 
treated extensively by Thomas Kruse (Chapter io), who discusses 
several aspects of organisation. Though essentially units of public 
administration, the politeumata enjoyed considerable autonomy in 
regulating the affairs of their members, soldiers of common origin 
and their dependents. Kruse raises the possibility that the politeu­
mata originated in private military koina (attested both in Cyprus 
and in Egypt), which over time were formally recognized and grant­
ed privileges of self-government. The place of professional associa­
tions in Egyptian society is taken up again by Philip Venticinque 
(Chapter n), but this time in the Imperial period. In spite of open 
hostility towards associations in the upper echelons of Roman ad­
ministration, Venticinque points to a remarkable civic presence of 
associations and apparently good relations with local notables. Lo­
cal officials relied on the associations for organizing labour and 
goods, not just for carrying out their official tasks, but also for their 
private benefactions to the community. Cooperation was not always 
smooth, and Venticinque adduces evidence from legal disputes that 
suggests that the importance of associations for the running of af­
fairs provided these with a base from which to assert themselves and 
hold their own as partners of the local elite.

It remains for us to express our warmest thanks to the Royal 
Danish Academy of Sciences and Letters and the Carlsberg Foun­
dation for their generous financial support. Thanks are also due to 
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tributions collected here and also to the two peer reviewers of the 
press. Furthermore, we would like to thank our colleagues in the 
Copenhagenm Associations Project, Dr. Stella Skaltsa and Dr. Mario C.D. 
Paganini, for their generous help during the preparation of the con­
tributions for publication. Last but not least, we extend our thanks 
to the contributors themselves and all the conference participants.
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